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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
It is once again my pleasure and privilege to deliver this message as President
of the Tamara Gordon Foundation. This is the 8th occasion on which the
Foundation is awarding scholarships to post-secondary students who have a
physical disability.
To those unfamiliar with our Foundation, here is a very quick synopsis. When
Tammy was 16, she went on a ski day with her high school. Although a beginner,
she was allowed to ski down a large hill. Tammy suffered a catastrophic injury
which has confined her to a wheelchair for life. Tammy did not allow her injury
to stand in her way. She went on to York University graduating Cum Laude and
making the Dean's List. Realizing the challenges facing disabled students,
Tammy decided to create a foundation that would provide financial assistance
to students who have a physical disability.
This past year and a half have certainly been an unprecedented challenge to
everyone and particularly to organizations such as ours which depend on the
generosity of others for our ongoing work. Yet in spite of Covid, our Foundation
forged ahead with its fundraising efforts, and I am delighted and very proud to
announce that this year the Tamara Gordon Foundation is awarding 26
scholarships to students from 13 different academic institutions within Ontario.
And as it has done in the past, the 4 scholarships awarded to Students at
Ryerson University will be matched by Ryerson.
Consider how far the Foundation has come since its founding in 2013 where at
our first awards ceremony in 2014, 6 scholarships were awarded. None of this
would have been possible without the incredible efforts of Tammy herself and
great unstoppable driving force of Tammy's dear wonderful mother Marcia
Gordon.
The Foundation's work would also not be possible without the tireless efforts
of our great Board and of course our generous donors who provide the fuel that
keeps us running.
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One person who also deserves special mention is my predecessor, the
Foundation's inaugural President Mr. Robert Tiffin who was then Vice President
Students at York University. It was Rob's untiring efforts that helped launch the
Foundation and his immense contribution can never be forgotten.
I want to extend a very special thank you to our major donors and sponsors:
Joshua Fogah
Marcia Gordon
Tamara Gordon
Judy Samuels
Patricia Wynter
Malvern Christian Assembly
Singer Katz LLP Personal Injury & Insurance Lawyers
Singer Kwinter Personal Injury & Insurance Claim Lawyers
TD Bank Group
As it did last year, the pandemic has unfortunately prevented the Foundation
from holding our annual in-person awards ceremony. Let us all hope that the
worst days are behind us and that in 2022 we will all be able to be together
again, enjoy each other's company and celebrate with our student honourees.
Wishing everyone the very best.

Alf Kwinter
President
Tamara Gordon Foundation
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Tamara Gordon Foundation
Virtual Scholarship Awards Ceremony
Wednesday, November 17, 2021
Zoom: 7:30pm – 9:00pm

PROGRAM
1. Opening Remarks

Tamara Gordon, Founder/Vice President
Tamara Gordon Foundation

2. Welcome & Introduction
of Sponsors, Donors, Students,
Guests, Zoom Host & MC

Alfred Kwinter, Personal Injury Lawyer,
President Tamara Gordon Foundation

3. Introduction of Scholarship/Awards
recipients
4. Musical Selection

Tega Aror, Scholarship Recipient
Voice Major, University of Western Ontario

5. Fundraising section

Roma Hewitt, Treasurer
College Professor, Manager/Owner

6. Keynote Speakers

(1) Tanya Quesnel, Recipient
Social Work, Law & Justice –
Laurentian University
(2) Dean Wardak, Recipient
Professional Writing – York University

7. Musical Selection

Faith Amour
Educator, Recording Artist/Composer

8. Vote of Thanks

Roma Hewitt, Treasurer
College Professor, Manager/Owner

9. Closing Remarks

Marva Amour – MC
Ex Officio Member, TGF
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2021 Scholarship Recipients
Riley Ambrose
Samuel Aror
Oghenetega Aror
Saman Bagheri
Kavisha Barran
Paige Fawcett
Kate Folsetter
Beau Hayward
Sharon Henry
Ludmila Irvine
Amyn Jiwani
Shanjay Kailayanathan
Joshua LeBlanc
Wesley Magee-Saxton
Jeffrey Man
Andrew Molas
Logan Pickells
Tanya Quesnel
Waffa Qurbani
Ashley Ramadhan
Matthew Tracey
Dean Wardak

Award
Donated by Singer Kwinter, Personal Injury & Insurance Claim
Lawyers
Award
Award
Donated by Singer Kwinter, Personal Injury & Insurance Claim
Lawyers
Award
Donated by Malvern Christian Assembly
Award
Donated by Malvern Christian Assembly
Award
Award
Award
Donated by Malvern Christian Assembly
Award
Award
Donated by Mr. Joshua Fogah
Award
Donated by Singer Katz LLB, Personal Injury & Insurance Lawyers
Award
Donated by Miss Tamara Gordon, TGF Founder
Award
Donated by Mr. Yuhua Xia
Award
Donated by TD Bank Group
Award
Donated by TD Bank Group
Award
Award
Donated by Singer Kwinter, Personal Injury & Insurance Claim
Lawyers
Award
Donated by TD Bank Group
Award
Donated by Miss Judy Samuels
Award
Award
Award
Donated by TD Bank Group
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2021 Recipient Biographies
Riley Ambrose

Riley Ambrose is entering his third year in Business Administration and Philosophy at
Trent Durham University. At the age of ten, he was diagnosed with
Facioscapulohumeral Muscular Dystrophy (FSHD), a genetic muscle disorder that
progressively atrophies the muscles in his body. He is a member of the Trent Durham
Student Association Board of Directors, as well as the incoming Co-Chair of the Youth
Advisory Council at Holland Bloorview Kids’ Rehabilitation Hospital. Riley is also a
published policy author and plans to pursue a career in public policy, a tool he believes
is key to creating a future that is equitable to everyone.

Brume Aror
Brume Aror just completed Grade 12 at Port Credit Secondary School. In the fall he will
be attending University of Toronto to Study Computer Science. He has Sickle Cell Anemia,
a life-threatening blood disorder. Though Sickle Cell is a particularly burdensome and
disruptive disease, he is determined to make a significant contribution to society despite
his immunocompromised health condition. Prior to the pandemic Brume was a
volunteer in his church. Upon graduation, and after gaining valuable experience, he
hopes to establish a company that helps people better manage their health.
Tega Aror
Tega Aror is an undergraduate music student at the University of Western Ontario
specializing in voice at the Don Wright Faculty of Music. Tega was diagnosed with Sickle
Cell Disease when she was three years old. Although it sometimes felt like Sickle Cell was
slowing her down, Tega never let it stop her from pursuing her interests. In the future,
she plans to share her abilities and talents in music with as many others as possible. She
likes to believe that seeing things this way is how she focuses on her ability instead of her
disability.
Saman Bagheri

Saman arrived in Canada ten years ago with the heartfelt goal of pursuing an education in
the health sciences. However, that goal has often been complicated by health challenges,
including a series of major surgeries followed by difficult and problematic recoveries. He
has ongoing chest wall pain from complications of surgeries that damaged his chest
muscles and ligaments. This makes Saman unable to perform sustained activity with his
upper body. He also has severe pain with prolonged sitting and walking. Notwithstanding
pain and struggles—both physical and psychological—Saman has persisted, and his goal
of realizing an education to ultimately support others has become ever stronger. He is a
Biomedical Science student at York University.
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Kavisha Barran

Paige Fawcett

Kate Folsetter

Beau Hayward

Kavisha Barran is 21 years old. She is legally blind due to a genetic and degenerative
eye condition called Stargardt’s Disease that onset when she was 8 years old. She has
a loss of central vision and is very light-sensitive. Kavisha is currently a student at
McMaster University in the Honours Bachelor of Social Work program. She is very
interested in social issues and wants to work with communities to address these
concerns. She also loves spending time with family and friends, playing her ukulele,
working out, hiking, and volunteering.
Paige Fawcett was diagnosed with Cerebral Palsy at 16 months of age, this mostly affects
her balance and mobility, but dexterity and endurance are also impacted. Her career goal
is in human rights law as an advocate for the disabled community. She has been active in
the disability community in her area, playing competitive sledge hockey and kayaking,
volunteering with Fishability Sports Club, and lobbying her town council for the need of
an accessible dock at their harbour. Paige continues to be a voice for those who need
one.
Kate Folsetter is a student from Hamilton, Ontario who will be attending the University of
Ottawa and will be pursuing Conflict Studies and Human Rights. She lives with
Developmental Coordination Disorder. It affects the ways in which brain signals are sent
to neurons in the rest of the body. It affects coordination in fine motor skills such as writing
and gross motor skills which are full body movements, such as jumping and walking. DCD
is permanent and affects her coordination, balance, organization, muscle tone, and time
management. Despite this Kate doesn't let it stop her from living a positive life.

Beau Hayward is a C4 – C5 incomplete quadriplegic. His injury resulted from a diving
accident in 2018. He completed the 1st year of his undergraduate studies with a GPA of
3.78 at the University of Toronto. He is pursuing a double major in History and
Anthropology. He acquired a position on the Diversity and Equity team and has been
working on several initiatives to further accessibility in athletics for students with
disabilities. Beau has had the opportunity to speak on several panels as a student
initiatives leader, and recently during national accessibility week he was a keynote
speaker on an initiative he created called “Your Shape”.
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Sharon Henry

In 2007 Sharon was diagnosed with Cognitive Vascular Impairment, (CVI) when she
sustained brain trauma, in addition to other disabilities related to mobility and
chronic pain. She completed her BA - Double Major with Honors in Law and Society,
and Women’s Studies, a Diploma in Paralegal Education and a Certificate in
Immigration Consultant, from Humber College. She graduated with an MA in Critical
Disability Studies at York University, 2017. Sharon presented at Seneca College on
the topic: “Violence Against Women with Disabilities” and also at the International
Pacific Rim Conference in Hawaii: “Male Violence Against Physically Disabled Women: The North American
Context.” Sharon’s advocacy is extensive, and she is involved in her church.
Ludmila Irvine

Ludmila (Lucy) Irvine is a mother, a daughter, a student and a person with physical
disabilities. Her journey with Multiple Sclerosis has been challenging and rewarding. As
someone with physical disabilities, she feels a deep connection to marginalized
communities. She has lost vision in her right eye, speech complications, mobility challenges
and refuses to give up her dreams. Being disabled does not limit her drive, goals or selflove. She feels that supports are fundamental to success and giving back to the community
is important. Lucy volunteers in MS, Childhood Cancer and literacy programs.

Amyn Jiwani

Amyn has a genetic condition known as 3-M Syndrome, a skeletal dysplasia (dwarfism) and
autosomal recessive disorder whose symptoms include skeletal malformations of the
craniofacial area, joint laxity and prominent hyperlordosis (back curvature). Due to its
nature, the condition has no cure and continues to impact him on a physical, emotional, and
psychological level. Thus, Amyn’s overall quality of life has been affected, as tasks like
walking and writing have become more difficult. He is currently pursuing Computer
Engineering at Ryerson University.
Despite his challenges, Amyn still maintains a positive attitude and caring personality, while having a
meaningful and continuous impact on his school and volunteer communities.
Shanjay Kailayanathan
Shanjay Kailayanathan is a full-time Software Engineering student at Ontario Tech
University. Around 9 years ago, he was involved in a motor vehicle accident which
rendered him a quadriplegic. He is paralyzed from the chest down and has paralysis in
his hands/fingers. Despite these difficulties he never gave up his dreams of becoming
an Engineer even though his disability made it difficult to do many of his courses.
Shanjay has almost reached his dreams of becoming an Engineer and he is thankful for all the supportive
people he has in his life, including the Tamara Gordon Foundation. He will continue to do his best and see
where life takes him.
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Joshua LeBlanc
Joshua LeBlanc was diagnosed with Hereditary Spastic Parapallegia at five years old. As a
child with a disability, it was very difficult to find physical activities to do with friends, but I
did not want to give up. Once I was introduced to games programming, I became extremely
interested in how they work and what the programming for the game might look like. When
choosing a career path, it was an easy decision, I wanted to become a games programmer
to bring the joy of inclusiveness games to other children with disabilities. In September 2021,
I commenced studying Games Programming at Brock University.
Wesley Magee-Saxton
Wesley is 21 years old and was born with Cerebral Palsy. As a fifth-year student at York
University's Theatre Program in the Acting Conservatory, he is working towards his
Bachelor of Fine Arts degree, to graduate in 2022. He is an activist and performance
artist who infuses his lived experience into the art he creates. He has been advocating
for people with disabilities since he was 10 years old with various organizations to help
create awareness and level the playing field. He is working towards his black belt in Taekwondo after 15
years of training.
Jeffrey Man
Jeffrey was diagnosed with Spinal Muscular Atrophy, a progressive condition that
severely impairs all muscles in the body. While working at Holland Bloorview Children’s
Rehabilitation Hospital, Jeffrey contributed to the development of an organizationwide equity, diversity and inclusion policy and the launch of Project SEARCH Toronto, a
transition to employment program for high school students with intellectual disabilities
He has supported people with disabilities through his previous community development and human rights
work at Unifor, Canada’s largest private-sector union, as well as his current role representing Easter Seals
Ontario on the York Catholic District School Board’s Special Education Advisory Committee. Jeffrey
graduated from the Schulich School of Business at York University with a degree in business administration
and is pursuing a Bachelor of Education at York University.
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Andrew Molas
Andrew Molas is a PhD candidate in the Philosophy Department at York University. He earned
his Honours Bachelor of Arts in English and Philosophy at the University of Toronto and his
Master of Arts in Philosophy at York University.
His research focuses on the role that empathy and narrative plays in our engagement with
persons living with mental health challenges. More broadly, he is interested fostering
communities where stigma surrounding mental illness is minimized.
He was diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis (MS) at the beginning of his undergraduate studies in 2007. Due
to living with a chronic disability, he is sensitive towards others who are affected by health issues. He is
also passionate about teaching and is always looking for ways to make his classrooms as inclusive and
barrier-free as possible for all students. Andrew has been a grateful recipient of the Tamara Gordon
Foundation scholarship since 2016 in addition to 30 other scholarships.
Logan Pickells
Logan is 20 years old. He has both Cerebral Palsy and Autism. He is in his first year as a
student at the University of Toronto as a History Major with a Minor in Anthropology and
Political Science. His aspirations are to become a Historian, published author and a professor
one day. Logan volunteers with ErinoakKids as a youth mentor and with the 676 Royal
Canadian Army Cadets. While he has faced many struggles, he is grateful for the many
blessings that have come his way.
Tanya Quesnel

Tanya graduated Cum Laude from Laurentian University in 2019 with a bachelor’s degree
in Social Work and a minor in Law and Justice. She is currently pursuing her Master’s
degree in Social Work. Tanya is passionate about social justice and will work at the
structural level providing recommendations to inform future policies. Her Master’s Thesis
focuses on affordable and accessible housing for individuals with disabilities in Northern
Ontario. At the age of 18 months, she was diagnosed with cerebral palsy spastic diplegia and with nonverbal learning disorder. Tanya is known for her positive attitude, smile and determination. As a Para
Nordic athlete in adaptive cross-country skiing, she has raced at national and international level. She
contributes to her community by volunteering for various organizations.

11

Waffa Qurbani
When Waffa was three years old, she was hit in the head at daycare by a metal tonka
truck, after doing many tests at sick kids that day, the doctors told her mom that she had
suffered a stroke. The doctors told her mom that her right side will never grow and that
she would permanently be in a wheelchair. As a mom herself now, she cannot imagine
the fear her mom went through. The stroke left her with a permanent tremor on the right
side of her body. Waffa has a 6 year old and a 2 year old, but she does not let her disability
stop her from achieving the goals she has in life. She has a positive outlook in life because
she wants her kids to know that anything is possible when you put your mind to it! She will be completing
her Masters in September and will be starting at Sheridan College in September to get her teaching license.
A positive mind set will allow you to do anything.
Ashley Ramdhan
Ashley Ramdhan is currently working on attaining her Bachelor of Arts degree in Law
& Society. She is a very hardworking, determined, and strong-minded individual,
which is clearly demonstrated in her advocacy for social justice and global change.
As an individual with Achondroplasia, a form of dwarfism, her limbs are shorter than
her average counterparts, making it difficult to go about everyday life. However,
such limitations does not stop her as she constantly takes up various employment,
volunteer, and other occupational opportunities with the intention to live her life as
normally as possible and aid others in doing the same.
Matthew Tracey

Matthew was diagnosed with CMT when he was eight years old. It became noticeable,
when he started tripping while walking and would frequently lose his balance, it
became apparent that something was wrong. At first, he was fitted with night-time leg
braces hoping it would realign his feet and legs, but he began wearing braces during
the day when he was ten years old and has been wearing them ever since. Over the
years as his fine motor skills weakened, Matthew has had to adjust how to do things.
However, he has always kept a positive mindset while living with his disability. He is
pursuing his Honours Bachelor’s Degree of Commerce/Accounting at the University of
Ottawa.

Dean Wardak
Dean Wardak is a student at York University, and he is entering into his third year of
study. He has a C7 spinal cord injury and an acquired brain injury. He is in the
Professional Writing program because he wants to become an author and journalist.
He wants to write an autobiographical novel about his life’s journey after his car
accident because Dean knows that he has a story that other people would benefit
from learning about.
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2021/2022 Ryerson TGF Recipients

Jaylin Evans

Jaylin is a third-year student at Ryerson University studying the Creative Industries
program. Her program focuses on business essentials, communications, and the music
industry. She was inspired to go to Ryerson University after finding the Creative Industries
program and thought it was the perfect balance between business and the creative fields,
she was interested in. While in her program, she has had the best experience as she took
on leadership roles including being the first-year representative on the Creative Industries course union.
Currently, Jaylin is the VP Sponsorship on the committee and loves her job. Additionally, she is an aspiring
radio show producer and hopes to pursue that upon graduating with her undergraduate degree in 2023.
Kayla Javadifar
Kayla chose to pursue Biomedical Engineering at Ryerson because of her love for all the
possibilities in the field of STEM, and that she could incorporate her creativity and
problem-solving skills into engineering solutions that could impact and improve people's
health.In her free time, she enjoys contributing to biomedical engineering research at
her university and volunteering. She has aspirations about contributing to future
research in the field of pediatric rehabilitation to improve the lives of children with
disabilities and improve accessibility throughout her career.
Jamie La

Jamie is in his fourth year in the Accounting and Finance program at Ryerson University,
with a major in accounting and a minor in professional communications. His expected
grad year will occur in 2023 after he completes two more academic semesters and two
more co-op semesters. He has been very active with student groups, such as the Ted
Rogers Students' Society, DECA Ryerson, and the Top 200 Program. He is also a co-op
student and has landed two co-op offers at two Big 4 accounting firms (PwC and KPMG).

Jamie’s goal is to become a CPA (Chartered Professional Accountant) and pursue the ladder of his
accounting career by always showcasing his hard work and dedication.
Cordelia Sheppard
Cordelia Sheppard is in her 4th-year of nutrition and food at Ryerson. She plans to graduate
in Fall 2022. She started at Ryerson in 2018, transferring from Western University in an
alternate program.
Her professional career goals are to complete her degree, become a Registered Dietitian,
and improve global food and water security while prioritizing minority populations and
preventative medicine approaches.
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DONORS AND SPONSORS 2021
(We apologize for anyone we may have inadvertently left off this list;
please contact if your name was omitted)

INDIVIDUALS
Joanne Abeles
Marva Amour
Terrance Arrindell
Phyllis Babb
Sylvia Birch
Joshua Fogah
Delroy Gordon
Marcia Gordon
Tamara Gordon

Candace Grey
Madge Henderson
Roma Hewitt
Milton Houston
Osmond Lyons
Sonia Parris
Ewart Ritchie
Judy Samuels
Yue Song

Monica Tessier
Daphne Tucker
Rose-Marie Walker
Dean Wardak
Nancy Xia
Yuhua Xia
Daniel Young

BUSINESSES
Malvern Christian Assembly
Reliable Bookkeeping & Accounting Services
SCI Supply INC.
Singer Katz LLP Personal Injury & Insurance Lawyers
Singer Kwinter Personal Injury & Insurance Claim Lawyers
TD Bank Group

We welcome Donors and Sponsors who share our philosophy,
values and passion, enabling students with physical disabilities to
achieve their post-secondary dreams.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Alfred Kwinter,
President

Personal Injury Lawyer
Singer, Kwinter & Associates

Tamara Gordon, Founder/
Vice President

Admin Assistant
TD Canada Trust

Marcia Gordon
Executive Director

Co-ordinator, Volunteer Centre
Operating Engineer NPH Local 793

Roma Hewitt,
Treasurer

College Professor/Manager-Owner
Reliable Accounting Firm

Osmond Lyons,
Director

Retired Senior Construction Inspector
Toronto Transit Commission

Nancy Xia,
Director

Author, Educator, Community Resource and
Education Assistant, Spinal Cord Injury
Ontario

Monica Tessier,
Director

Lawyer, Gibbs & Associates

Candace Grey,
Director

Employee, Toronto Transit Commission
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Tamara Gordon Foundation Background
Tamara Gordon is the founder and Vice President of the Tamara Gordon
Foundation. She was a bright 16-year-old athletic secondary school student
whose future aspirations were forever altered because of a skiing accident in
2002; this left her paralyzed from the waist down and partial paralysis of her left
arm when she was in Grade 11. Despite significant health and financial issues,
Tamara refused to be diverted from her dream of completing her university
education. In 2009, she graduated with a B.A.S., Spec. Hons. Administrative
Studies Degree, with honours, on the Dean’s Honour Roll list and distinction Cum
Laude, from York University. During her studies, she was the recipient of over
60 scholarships and awards.
Along the way, Tamara also made a commitment to help and encourage
other students with physical disabilities through her motivational speaking
engagements. According to Tamara, “the idea of being a motivational
speaker came about from my experiences and struggles as a student at York
University”. She was also the Undergraduate Student Representative for
students with disabilities at Access York meetings and from her experience
on and off campus the idea of establishing a foundation was embedded in
her heart and she pursued this vision to completion.
Arising from her own personal experiences, Tamara developed a strong
desire and deep commitment to provide financial support to aspiring
students with physical disabilities, who are deserving of financial assistance
to achieve their postsecondary educational goals. That has resulted in her
establishing the Tamara Gordon Foundation. She understands the obstacles
that often confront people with physical disabilities in the attainment of
their intellectual development, thereby affecting their ability to compete for
good jobs and contribute to the future of their family and the Canadian
society. In 2021, Tamara Gordon Foundation has provided financial awards
ranging from $1,000 to $2,500 to students with physical disabilities and
enrolled in degree programs at postsecondary institutions within Ontario.
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The Tamara Gordon Foundation was approved as a Registered Charity in
December 2013. A Board of Directors consisting of ten members drawn
from a broad spectrum of the community was then working to identify
volunteers, private and corporate donors, as well as partners in the postsecondary and non-profit sectors. The purpose of the Foundation is not only
to provide financial assistance to students with physical disabilities in the
achievement of their educational goals, but also to help them in making the
transition to employment as full contributing members of society.
Initially scholarships were awarded only in the Greater Toronto Area (GTA).
In 2014 six scholarship recipients were honoured and in 2015 eight. Tamara
also awarded one private scholarship to a student who was qualified but
was not studying in the GTA. In 2016 the Foundation approved extending its
perimeters to cover Ontario Colleges/Universities and the number of
recipients helped annually continues to increase; twelve recipients in 2016,
seventeen in 2017, twenty in 2018, twenty-six in 2019, and twenty-four in
2020. I am proud to report that this year we will be awarding twenty-two
scholarships. With our partnership with Ryerson University, we will award
scholarships to four students for a specified amount which will be matched
by Ryerson. This brings our total scholarships for 2021 to twenty-six. Over
the past eight years we have awarded 147 scholarships for a total of over
$220,000.00, a true testimony of our commitment to students with physical
disabilities and the community. Through the years many student volunteers
have secured their required volunteer hours by assisting at our events.
As our faithful, generous Donors and Sponsors, we are truly grateful for your
ongoing support. The encouragement we receive from you fuels our
determination to sustain the Foundation as we continue to seek new
avenues to expand our mandate of “Making Higher Education Accessible”.
Your generous donation and sponsorship to the Foundation will be greatly
appreciated as we cannot do this alone.
With heartfelt appreciation to ALL.

TDGordon

Tamara Gordon, Founder/Vice President
Tamara Gordon Foundation
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"The pain you feel today is the strength you feel tomorrow. For every
challenge encountered there is opportunity for growth." - Unknown

Twitter - @tgfoundation13
Instagram - tgfoundation
Facebook – tamaragordonfoundation
E-mail- tamaragfoundation@gmail.com
Website- www.tgfoundation.ca

